LETTERS OF GEORGE MEREDITH

THE first ancestor of George Meredith of whom we have
any record, his great-grandfather John Meredith, was living
in Portsea in the middle of the eighteenth century, and there
in the parish church, his son Melchizedek (or Melchisedec, the
name is variously spelt) was baptized in June 1763.

Melchizedek Meredith early in life became a tailor and
naval outfitter, his shop being at No. 73 High Street, Ports-
mouth. He was a remarkable and a very handsome man,
and his business soon became the leading one of its kind
in the great naval port.1 But his ambitions were not limited
to his shop: he was on friendly terms with many of his cus-
tomers, who probably included all the famous sailors of that
great period, and was a welcome guest in some of the best
houses of the neighbourhood. While still quite a young
man he had married a woman as remarkable, it would seem,
as himself: her name, her Christian name, for we are at
present ignorant of her family, which belonged to the pro-
fessional class, was Anne; she was ten years older than her
husband, but like him tall and very handsome. They were,
in fact, a notable couple. In 'The Great Mel' and Mrs. Mel
of Evan Harrington we have their portraits, the only literal
family portraits, let it be noted, in the book.

Melchizedek Meredith, whose fine presence and manners
won him universal popularity, especially with women, was
used to take his pleasures abroad, it would appear, to the

1 It is referred to by Captain Marryat in Peter Simple, vol. ii.
chap, vi.: *We called at Meredith's the Tailor, and he promised that
by the next morning we should be fitted complete/